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PPP NEWS 
July 2016 

 
 
PPP Salutes our Armed Forces – Helena Buckley  Each NHS Board in Scotland has a designated Armed Forces Champion who is responsible for leading and coordinating Armed Forces, their families and veteran’s issues in their area.  NHS Forth Valley's Champion is Tracey Gillies, Medical Director.  Helena Buckley supports Tracey, and this year invited the Patient Public Panel to pose for a photo to Salute our Armed Forces at their meeting on 20 June.  Helena took a variety of photos of visitors to the NHS Forth Valley stand at Stirling Military Show on Saturday18th June which were posted on the NHS Forth Valley Facebook page to mark Armed Forces Day on 25 June.  

 
 
Diary of Involvement – Helen Macguire 
The Diary has been running now for over a year and to date more than half of the members have 
been sending in details of their volunteering activities.  This has proved very helpful in evaluating 
what influence and impact the PPP is having within NHS Forth Valley.  Combined with the 
Newsletter, it also raises public awareness of the wide range of activities we participate in and is a 
valuable record of the voluntary hours given by us to our local health service.   
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Members should include all the time involved carrying out a task, eg attendance, preparation,  
travel, phone calls, etc.  Every 2 months individual Diaries of Involvement are collated, and 
distributed to the PPP Steering Group, the Person Centred and Patient Relations Manager, the PPF 
Coordinator and displayed on the PPP webpage on NHS Forth Valley’s website. 
It is important that all the efforts put in by the group are recognised and an updated form was e-
mailed to members by Leigh on 22 March 2016.  If members require a copy of this it is also available 
from Helena or myself.   
Members are requested to send their Diary of Involvement to Leigh or Helena by the 12th of the 
month, if possible.  This can be completed either by e-mail or in writing and left in an envelope at 
FVRH Reception.  Copying me into e-mailed forms is helpful.   
 
Notes from the full PPP Meeting  - Monday 20 June 2016 – Helen Macguire 
The meeting was well attended and the layout of the room seemed to create a more informal and 
relaxed atmosphere.  It is proposed to repeat this format at future full PPP meetings.   
There were no Minutes from the Meeting of 18 April 2016, but members received feedback from 
Mrs Morag McLaren on the workshop held that day and there are Notes from this meeting in the 
May Newsletter. 
Mark Craske, NHS Forth Valley Travel Manager, gave an update on Transport and Car Parking.  First 
Bus No 60 is stopping and it is hoped to have a Bus Timetable screen erected in A&E. He raised the 
issue of staff parking all day in the 40 minute bays.  It was suggested that this could be followed up 
by the PPP and will be discussed at the next Steering Group meeting.  
Jonathan Horwood, Area Infection Control Manager gave an update on infection control and Sam 
Johnstone, Infection Control Audit and Improvement Officer, gave an overview of the HAI patient 
survey form that covers Standard 6 of the Infection Prevention and Control Policies, Procedures and 
Guidance.    A Participation Form was sent out last August and, as a result of this, some PPP 
members are already involved, but more help is required.  If interested, please contact Helena for 
more details.    
In Karen’s absence, Derek Blues, Scottish Health Council Local Officer, discussed areas of the PPP 
Terms of Reference.  He tabled 6 statements for members to consider and feedback obtained during 
this session is to be looked at by the Steering Group when it discusses the Terms of Reference on 18 
July 2016.   
Helena circulated a Participation Form for the Children’s Ward Planning Group Food in Hospitals 
Meetings.  As the first meeting was due to take place on 28 June 2016, nominations were considered 
and decided upon by the Steering Group at today’s meeting.  Carol Allardyce and Margaret Gilmour 
were selected.  (Helena has since spoken to Chris Christie, the lead on this work, and she does not 
require more than 2 PPP members.  Helena will notify and thank the others who were interested) 



 

 
3  

 
Rev Timothy of the Spiritual Care Team asked for help to support mental health patients (usually 
elderly with a degree of confusion).  This would involve sitting with them at the acts of worship.  
Please contact Helena if you would like to help. 
C&MTG – John McGhee advised that to date 9 profiles had been received and placed on the PPP 
webpage.  He also confirmed that Terence O’Byrne had joined him on the Information Governance 
Committee. 
CAUTI – Sheila McGhee gave feedback re Patient Passport materials.  Sheila and Eileen Wallace had 
asked some time ago to be involved with this group.  Helena made enquiries and as this group’s 
meetings are clinically based, they wish to have feedback from PPP on patient experience as 
required. 
NHS24 – Members asked if Karen had followed this up. 
The next meeting of the full Patient Public Panel will be held on Monday, 15 August 2016 at 9.30 am.   
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New Traffic Calming Measures – Margaret Gilmour 
New approach to Traffic Calming! 
On Monday 20th June this year’s 2nd quarterly Patient Public Involvement Meeting took place at 
Larbert Hospital. One of the topics on the agenda was around transport and car parking with Mark 
Craske providing an update on both followed by an open form for questions and discussion. The 
issue of car parking remains an ongoing challenge. 
Interestingly, as a member of the panel l had been greeted by swans and their signets in the car park 
that morning and did notice that everyone immediately slowed the pace down giving time to find 
appropriate spaces in an orderly fashion! 
It was a wonderful start to the day. 
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Maternity Services Liaison Committee – Margo Biggs 
The Maternity Services Liaison Committee continues to work across acute ,primary, local authority 
and the third sector involvement in the early years. Before our meetings we have representation 
from Women's and Children's Services, a GP, SANDS , Aberlour, health visiting and service users who 
have been known on rare occasions to bring their successfully delivered babies to meetings as well 
as PPP members continuing to play an active role. 
 We always need more representatives from new mums or dads to join us and to make us aware of 
any issues experienced in their bringing their children into the world. We look at many aspects of 
pre, neo and post natal care and issues affecting pregnant and new mums and at paediatric care. 
There are presentations and discussions of the issues they raise  at each meeting. Our last meeting 
saw an overview of perinatal mortality and a presentation by the Early Years Collaborative which 
included a graphic way of illustrating the dangers of alcohol consumption in pregnancy and 
illustrated its effect on the brain of the foetus by putting an egg yolk in alcohol and watching it 
"cook". 
A real deterrent. 
 
 
 


