
Version 2.0 23
rd

 June 2023 Page 1 of 5 
 UNCONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NHS FORTH VALLEY 
Guideline for Referral of Diabetes-related Foot Ulcer 

to Secondary Care 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date of First Issue 22/11/2021 
Approved 07/06/2023 
Current Issue Date  23/06/2023 
Review Date 21/06/2024 
Version 2.0 
EQIA Yes                       14/06/2023 
Author / Contact Nick Barwell 

Escalation Manager Alison Howitt 
Group Committee – 
Final Approval 

Diabetes Consultant Group 

 
 
 
 
This document can, on request, be made available in alternative formats 
 



Version 2.0 23
rd

 June 2023 Page 2 of 5 
 UNCONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED 

  

 
Consultation and Change Record – for ALL documents 
 

Contributing Authors: Nick Barwell, Paul McGuire 

Consultation Process: Dr Ian Tuck, Emergency Dept, FVRH, Diabetes & Vascular 
Consultants and Podiatry Team, ADTC. 

Distribution: NHSFV 

Change Record 

Date Author Change Version 

23/11/2021 NB New Guideline 1.0 

21/06/2023 NB Addition of guidance for surgical intervention 2.0 
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Diabetes Foot Ulcer Referral Pathway

*Impalpable pulses/reduced ABPI or suspicion of ischaemia #QEUH Switchboard 0141 201 1100
†Refer to Comm. Pod by SCI-Gateway referral
‡ SCI Gateway referral (will be streamed for review with most appropriate specialist)

‡Refer to FVRH Single 
Point Triage for OP R/V

Refer to
Vascular Registrar @ 
QEUH# for Vascular 

Admission

If tissue 

loss/eschar
see next page
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Does this diabetic foot ulcer need surgery?

*PWD - Person with Diabetes

Needs admission

Foot Ulcer in PWD* with 
signs of infection

Systemically well, 
localised infection

No vascular concerns

Consider discharge 
with oral antibiotics 

and Podiatry F/U

Systemically unwell or 
large area of 

infection/tissue 
involvement?

Previous Vascular 
Intervention/Surgery

Evidence of acute 
ischaemia

Large volume tissue loss or 
osteomyelitis

Is There?

D/W Vascular 
@ QUEH 1st

No

IV antibiotics 
and 

admit Medicine
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Publications in Alternative Formats 

 
NHS Forth Valley is happy to consider requests for publications in other language or 
formats such as large print.  
 
To request another language for a patient, please contact 01786 434784.  
 
For other formats contact 01324 590886,  
 
text 07990 690605,  
 
fax 01324 590867 or  
 
e-mail - fv.disabilitydepartment@nhs.scot 
 

 
 
 
 
 


